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Basis: The Historic Standards 


HIS Plan (of Union) deserves the most careful and open-minded appraisal 

that the time and the capacity of the church can devote to it within a period 
of a vear.... A most fruitful study it will be. You will be delighted to realize 
afresh that the Plan’s constitution is based upon the theological standards of the 
early undivided body. No debate ever arose over the Word of God as our only 
infallible rule of faith and practice. The Westminster Confession of Faith and 
the Larger and Shorter Catechisms were happily accepted as our church fathers 
gave them to us. And, as Dr. Frank Caldwell, our committee’s most efficient 
secretary, expressed it: ‘‘We all took equal pride in continuing the historic 
pattern of representative government by elders in a graduation of four judica- 
tories; a Book of Discipline and Directory of Worship very similar to those 
of the mother church, as our guide in the united body.” We of the committee 
were astonished that our 90 years of separate existence had witnessed no basic 
alterations in our faith. Thus, the Plan of Union contains what has histor- 
ically distinguished our individual body from other Christian groups and given 
us our honored sobriquet of “Presbyterian.” So patent was this feature that 
the U. P. Church accepted the two-way Plan of Union already completed as 
doctrinally identical with its Standards and came into the Plan as a third party 
with certain changes of language and emphases of principles which were be- 
lieved to enrich the content of the agreement—THomAs Kay Younc, in ex- 
plaining the request of the permanent committee on Cooperation and Union to 
the General Assembly. The Assembly ordered his entire statement, of which 
this is an excerpt, printed in the Minutes. 








THIS WEEK 


These People Join 


Thousands More 


In Saying— 


Let Presbyterians 


Reunite! * 


(Continued from last week) 


Mr. & Mrs. Ben W. 
Dees 

Little Rock, Ark. 

J. P. Givler 

Greensboro, N. C. 

R. B. Donaldson 

Jacksonville, Fla 


Geo. H. Burch 
Jacksonville, Fla. 


Dr. & Mrs. Samuel C. 
Hodges 
Greenwood, 8S. C. 


Mrs. Chas. W. Perkins 
Georgetown, Ky. 


Howatt E. Mallinson 
Hampton, Va. 


Mr. & Mrz. C. A. Me- 
Arthur, Jr. 
Rock Hill, S. C. 


Katherine M. Johnson 
Winnabow, N. C. 

Mr. & Mrs. Clayton 
Jones 


San Antonio, Texas 


Mr. & Mrs. Karl H. 
Oelfke 
Houston, Texas 


Mr. & Mrs. C. K. 
Norville 
Princeton, N. J. 


Mr. & Mrs. Fred L. 
Christenbury 
Memphis, Tenn. 


Ann Dealey Jackson 
Mrs. D. E. Lockhart 
Mrs. W. N. Stewart 
Mrs. H. B. Decherd 
Dallas, Texas 


Thos. C. Barr 
Nashville, Tenn. 


Mrs. W. C. Gillespie 
Whigham, Ga. 


Olive J. Faulkner 
Richmond, Va. 


James G. Leyburn 
Lexington, Va. 


E. Katherine Anderson 
Sea Island, Ga. 


Mr. & Mrs. Nolen 
Minton 

Mr, & Mrs. Jim 
Satterfield 

Sylvia Spencer 

Mr. & Mrs. Ernest Wry 

Bess & Bertie Johnston 

Little Rock, Ark. 


Cleve H. Tandy 


Brownsville, Texas 


Howard C. Morland 
Chattanooga, Tenn 


Charlotte A. Taylor 
Mary Garland Taylor 
Ann Pipkin 
Recife, Pernambuco, 
Brazil 


Dorothy M. (Mrs. R. 
W.) Miles 
Lexington, Ky. 


Gaston Boyle, Jr. 
Johns Island, S. C 


Mrs. Robt. H. Swaim 
Richmond, Va. 


Alfred T. Davies 
Irving R. Stubbs 
William O. Harris 
Beverly Cosby 
J. R. Keever, Jr. 
Joel W. Mattison 
Carl Gunderson 
Carl Reimers 
Southern Presbyterian 
students at Prince- 


ton Seminary, N. J. 


June Mansour 
Huntington, W. Va. 


Robert E, Everett 

A. P. Rider 

H. W. Lawyer 

P. C. Yost 

Edward W. Young 

Raymond Unger 

George Fisher 

O. B. Weber 
Berkeley Springs, 

W. Va. 


(Continued next week) 


Add My Name -__---. ‘ 


Street & Number aes 


City, Zone, State _.__.- 


*A copy of the pamphlet, Let Presbyterians Re- 


unite!, summarizing the 


recent editorial series, 


with more than 140 signatures will be sent free 
of charge for a stamped, self-addressed envelope. 
Or, 25 for 25¢; $1 per 100. 


The Presbyterian Outlook 


1 North 6th 8t., 


Richmond 19, Virginia 





Letters to the Editors 





Minister Studies USA Listing of Degrees 





Only Earned Ones 
To THr OUTLOOK: 

In one of your June 8 editorials you 
suggest the deletion of earned and hon- 
orary titles beside the names of ministers 
listed in the back of the Minutes. 

The USA General Assembly adopted a 
resolution about 20 years ago, eliminating 
all honorary titles, but directing the 
Stated Clerk of the General Assembly to 
continue to list earned titles. In my 
opinion, the honorary title, usually con- 
ferred on successful pastors for ef- 
fective service in the church, recognized 
by the pastor’s Alma Mater or other 
creditable institution, is a better indi- 
cation of a pastor’s prospective useful- 
ness, and is at least as safe a guide to 
a church seeking a pastor, as the earned 
title which our Minutes continue’ to 
publish. 

Having disapproved of this discrimina- 
tory act of my own Assembly, and stim- 
ulated by your editorial note, I have 
made a casual study of the place the 
titled ministers occupy in our church. 

In this review of our recent statistical 
Minutes, I checked the names of the 
first 100 titled ministers on our roll, and 
found that out of the 100, 25 were listed 
as teachers, 30 as pastors of churches 
with a membership of slightly more than 
200, 20 as pastors of churches with a 
membership of less than 200, 15 honor- 
ably retired and 10 unemployed. Next I 
checked in order the first 10 churches 
with a membership of 2,000 or more, and 
not one of these was served by a pastor 
with an earned title. No doubt a further 
review of the larger churches will reveal 
some titled pastors. 

Next I checked the first 100 churches 
with a membership of 200 of which eight 
were served by titled ministers, and 
92 with no published title. 

I have no further comment than to 
quote from the standards common to all 
our Presbyterian churches: 

“The pastoral office is the first in the 
church, both for dignity and usefulness.” 

F. H. Forp. 
New Orleans, La. 





Ministers’ Vacation Exchange 
Including U.S., USA, AR, and 
United Presbyterians 





(Continued from June 1) 


ENCHANGE OF PULPITS 

@ Oakfield, N. Y., First church, 3090 mbs 
Midway Rochester & Buffalo, 40-45 mi. 
either way to Lake Ontario or Letchworth 
Pk. Near Finger Lakes; most perfect sum- 
mer climate in U. S. Prefer S'eastern 
states first 4 Aug. Sundays. Luther Bos- 
trom, S2 N. Main St., Onkflield, N. Y¥. 


WISH TO SUPPLY PULPIT 

@ Aren of Gloucester, Va., or Richmond- 
Norfolk area Aug. 16, 23. John D. Spra- 
xins, Batesville, Ark. 

@ Vicinity Massanetta Springs, Va. July 
19-Aue. 2 Lewis Boyle, Charlton Heights, 
W.Va. 


eeThis department is now closed for 
this year 


Guerrant Salute 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

I have just received THE PRESBYTERIAN 
OvTLooK for June 1. I simply want to say 
that I agree with your editorial on page 
14 from the first “A” to “42.” I thank 
you for publishing this salute and I also 
thank you for making it to “the Guer- 
rants.” Mrs. Guerrant certainly deserves 
to be included. 

I jokingly tell Barnett that the best 
thing I did during our seminary days 
was to talk Texas to him. It’s true that 
it took him 24 years to take my advice 
and come to Texas, but he certainly made 
up for those 24 years of lost opportunity 
by doing a fine job at Austin College. 
Again, my thanks. 

S. Brooks McLANF. 
Texas-Mexican Industrial Institute, 
Kingsville, Texas. 


Hold the Fort, 
For We Are Coming! 


To Tuk OuTLooK: 

. Am eagerly awaiting the next Ovr- 
Look for information on the General As- 
sembly. I had thought the Charleston 
churches would have encouraged the two 
papers there to publish news of it; but all 
that has appeared is the election of the 
Moderator. 


Charlton Heights, W. Va. Lewis Boyer. 





What did the USA Assembly do? 

What did the U. S. do? About union? 
Local papers give nothing. We want to 
know. Help! 

PaLMER W. DELOTEUS. 

Springhill, La. 

I wish all my friends felt the need for 
a church paper like THE OUTLOOK as much 
as I do. I find many items there I have 
overlooked in the daily paper and so much 
else that is in no other magazine or paper. 
Norfolk, Va. Mrs. Berry D. WILLIs. 


Adult Clinic 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

During the summer school for leaders 
at Montreat (June 30-July 9) we expect 
to have what we believe will be a most 
helpful Adult Clinic. Dr. Roy E. Grace, 
one of the writers for the Earnest Worker, 
will be a special consultant, as we seek 
primarily to help teachers of adults to pre- 
pare themselves for greater service. 

During the clinic teachers will be given 
an opportunity for an actual teaching 
experience, after a period of cooperative 
planning. This experience will be follow- 
ed up by an evaluation of results... . 

Ww. P. ANDERSON, JR. 
Dept. of Adult Education, Richmond, Va. 


Plea and Admonition 
To Tuk OUTLOOK: 

Are you reprinting your editorial, “A 
Plea to the Opponents of Reunion and an 
Admonition to Ourselves?” (OUTLOOK, 
May 18) If so, please send me 50 copies. 

Rosert L. WILLiaMson. 
sirmingham, Ala. 


@eEDITORS' NOTE—We do not plan to 
reprint this editorial. 


THE PRBSBYTERIAN OUTLOOK re-entered as second-class matter June 15, 1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, Va.. under the act 


of March 3, 1879. Published weekly on Monday by Presbyterian of the South, Inc.. 


1 North Sixth Street, Richmond 19, Virginia 


Telephone 2-9492. 10¢ a copy. $4.90 a year. Foreign postage $1 extra. 
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The Assembly Day-by-Day 


Appeal for Christ-like Procedure 


(Continued from last week) 


SATURDAY EVENING 


The Christian Education program was 
featured by the presentation of the new 
executive secretary, Marshall C. Dendy, 
to the Assembly, and a description of the 
far-flung work in the educational divi- 
sion. Elaborate sets for each age-group 
were made under the direction of Clinton 
Harris and formed the background for 
explanations of the work with children, 
young people and adults. 


SUNDAY 

C. Grier Davis, First church, Ashe- 
ville, N. C., preached the Assembly ser- 
mon at the request of former Moderator 
Wm. A. Alexander. His topic was “Ends 
and Means,” based on Philippians 
1:9-11. These excerpts are taken from 
the sermon: 


“In the ordinary affairs of life we pres- 
byters can achieve a measure of sincer- 
ity, but in the courts of the church, where 
issues are at stake how sorely we are 
tempted not to be transparently honest! 
How difficult it is to stand for convic- 
tions and never compromise the truth. 

. We deceive ourselves by pretending 
our devotion to the welfare of the church 
when the sober fact is that we are most 
deeply concerned about our own position 
and our own reputation.” 

* * * 

“Have you ever attended a meeting of 
a church court and gone home at the end 
of a long, harrowing day, feeling ashamed 
and a bit unclean? An elder returning 
from his first meeting of presbytery 
where there was a hot debate, asked his 
pastor whether all meetings were like 
that. When he was told that many 
were, he said. ‘God help the church! That 
beats anything I ever saw and I have 
been in politics all my life.’ ” 

a a * 


“Elton Trueblood has said, ‘The ques- 
tion always to ask of any act is, what does 
it do to persons, including the person 
who performs it.. Then he points out 
that ‘the danger of the strict moralist, 
whose main loyalty is to what he calls 
principles, is the danger of being brutal.’ 
The reason why this is true is that such a 
man believes that his chief loyalty is 
not to persons, but to precepts. 

“We Presbyterian elders probably fit 
that category more than any other group 
of religious men in America. We are 
nurtured in a creedal faith which exalts 
the dogma of the church to a place of 


supreme importance. We are governed 
by a Book of Church Order which spells 
out the manner in which every function 
of church life is to be performed. We are 
encouraged to assume that the defense 
of the dogma and obedience to the law is 
to come before any other demand of the 
Christian life. And if in this exercise 
someone is hurt, that is to be regretted, 
but the defense of principles comes be- 
fore consideration for persons.” 
* ok + 


“It is never un-Christian to lose a bat- 
tle in defense of Christian causes; but it 
is always un-Christian to win by methods 
which our Lord would abhor, by schemes 
he would scorn, by techniques and in- 
trigues which nailed him to the cross. 
A cause won in church courts by un- 
Christian methods and in an un-Christ- 
like spirit has been won at too great a 
price. 

“We sometimes laugh about ecclesiasti- 
cal politics, but I am persuaded that 
to the Great Head of the church it is no 
laughing matter. We forget that the 
redemption of the church came through a 
cross and that the Kingdom often comes 
through defeat. We may be confident of 
this, that the Kingdom comes only by 
Kingdom methods and in the spirit of 
the King.” 


Following the sermon the communion 
was served by 62 elders, with Thomas 
W. Currie, Dallas, Texas, and R. McF. 
Crowe, Atlanta, Ga., presiding. 

Fraternal Delegates Speak 

The afternoon meeting was featured 

by addresses by fraternal delegates as 


follows: A.R.P.: Charles E. Edwards, 
Centennial church, Columbia, S. C.: 


United: T. M. Taylor, Pittsburgh-Xenia 
Theological Seminary; USA: Stated 
Clerk Eugene Carson Blake, Philadel- 
phia; Amantino Adorno Vassao, of the 
Presbyterian Church of Brazil; National 
Council of Churches: Roy G. Ross, New 
York, associate general secretary; and 
World Council: Robert S. Bilheimer. 

Dr. Taylor appealed for the union of 
the Presbyterian churches for these rea- 
sons: (1) The present state of disunity 
is an indulgence of our human frailties; 
(2) It is a denial of our Reformed genius 
and destiny—we can bear our witness for 
Calvinistic Christianity more effectively 
as a united group; (3) It is a scandal 
in the Body of Christ, a sin against his 
Holy Spirit, thus to divide what should 
be a unity in spirit. 


Dr. Blake, whose address will be car- 
ried in full in these columns, pointed 
out that the united church, as planned, 
will be ‘‘not one church with two smaller 
churches added to it. Rather it is a new 
church designed to make possible a better 
and more effective instrument for Jesus 
Christ than any of the uniting bodies.” 
He pointed out that the U. S. delegation 
on the commission of 50 which will work 
out administrative details after union will 
have an absolute veto if they vote to- 
gether. The U. P. church, he said, losing 
members to the U. S. and USA churches 
faster than it can ever gain others in 
exchange, greatly needs the union. What- 
ever the result of the vote that is to be 
taken, he said, the ‘‘continued friendship, 
understanding and full cooperation of the 
USA church” can be expected. 


Brazilian Urges Union 


Mr, Vassao, whose Portuguese was in- 
terpreted by Gaston Boyle, former mis- 
sionary to Brazil, paid special tribute to 
the Southern church whose missionaries 
“led my family to conversion and me 
to the seminary.” He expressed his 
earnest hope for the union of the Presby- 
terian churches in America for the sake 
of the united missionary work. (The 
church in Brazil is a united one, with 
U. S. and USA missionaries working to- 
gether. ) 

The latter part of the afternoon’s pro- 
gram, extending more than two hours, 
saw some people leaving the auditorium 
and others hastening to get ahead of an 
approaching thunderstorm. When the 
storm hit it was difficult to hear the speak- 
ers and the concluding two were forced 
to abbreviate their comments consider- 
ably. 

Dr. Ross described something of the 
cooperative work of the churches through 
the National Council of Churches and 
termed the ecumenical movement the most 
significant since the Reformation. Dr. 
Bilheimer told of next summer’s meeting 
of the World Council scheduled for Evan- 
ston, Il]., in August. 


SUNDAY EVENING 


James A. Jones, pastor of Myers 
Park church, Charlotte, N. C., and a 
member of the Board of World Missions, 
spoke to the Assembly Sunday night, giv- 
ing some of his observations based on his 
travels in the Belgian Congo where the 
great difficulty today is in keeping up 
with the expanding work. 








MONDAY MORNING 
Bills and Overtures 


The report of the standing committee 
dealing with Bills and Overtures was 
presented by Charles L. King. An effort 
to discourage amendments to the Book 
of Church Order for five years was an- 
swered negatively. The entire church 
was urged to pray for President Eisen- 
hower “and those associated with him, 
and our chief delegate to the United Na- 
tions.” Proof-texts from the RSV, re- 
quested for the Confession of Faith, were 
denied, not because of opposition to the 
RSV, said Dr. King, but the FE] Paso 
overture did not ask that they be substi- 
tuted for the KJV. This is not the or- 
derly way to get approval for the RSV, 
he said. 

A request to provide affiliate member- 
ship for others besides students was de- 
nied because it appeared that many people 
would resort to such a tentative relation- 
ship instead of moving their member- 
ship. 

Elimination of “catholic” from “holy 
catholic church” in the Apostles Creed 
was denied. The USA Assembly took 
similar action, suggesting that instead 
of surrendering the word to the Roman 


Catholic Church, its meaning should be 
taught. 

The request that Presbyterian elders 
and deacons coming from other branches 
of the church be installed without re-or- 
dination, as is the custom with such min- 
isters, was answered affirmatively inas- 
much as this procedure is already per- 
mitted under our Book of Church Order. 

The transfer of three Kentucky coun- 
ties, now in Appalachia Synod, to Guer- 
rant Presbytery in Kentucky Synod, was 
approved. The counties are Clay, Les- 
lie and Harlan. 


Bell Presides 


The Moderator invited Dr. L. Nelson 
Bell to preside over the remainder of the 
morning session. When he took the chair 
Dr. Bell said, “For two years I prayed 
every day that Frank and Essie (the 
Prices) would be released by the Com- 
munists in China. Evidently I omitted the 
time element in that prayer and they were 
released too soon. (The Assembly laugh- 
ed.) Let me say that there is not a man 
in this Assembly who is happier about 
the outcome of the election on Thursday 
night than I am, and I say that from the 
bottom of my heart.” (Applause) 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Answering questions below, as recorded from a radio-telephone program, are 
Fred R. Stair, First church, Hickory, N. C., and Clayton C. Crawford, Forest Hill 
church, Richmond, Va. 


NEW TESTAMENT CANON 
When and where was the canon of 
the New Testament books, as now gen- 


erally accepted, established ? 


Strain: The New Testament has 
hooks, and the major denominations ac- 
cept all 27 as the canon. ‘The word 


“canon” comes from the word reed, or 
measuring rod or standard. ‘Therefore, 
when we speak of the canon of the New 
Testament, we mean the standard list of 
the 27 books of the New Testament. 


As to when and where the canon of the 
New Testament was established, that is 
a rather difficult question to peg down 
specifically. Various books of the New 
Testament were first circulated among 
various Christian groups. Then certain 
lists of these books were made. Some 
were more inclusive, some less inclusive, 
than our present New Testament canon. 
For example, the Syrian church, started 
from a small canon of a few books and 
during the centuries has raised it to 27. 
Other churches like the Egyptian and 
some of the Greeks started with a great 
number of books and reduced them to 27. 
The present list of 27 became generally 
established a little before 400, by action 
of the ecumenical church council meeting 
in Carthage. 


4 


MANY CALLED, FEW CHOSEN 


How do you interpret today, “Many 
are called but few are chosen?” 


CRAWFORD: ‘This statement was made 
by Christ at the close of the parable of 
the marriage feast. Many were invited 
to the feast, but only a few came and one 
of those who did come was not properly 
attired in the wedding garment. The 
application of the parable is actually to 
be found in the statement about which 
our questioner inquires. First of all, I 
think it is very important for us to know 
that God wants all people to be saved. 
It is not his will that anyone should 
perish. He says, ‘Whosoever cometh 
unto me I will in no wise cast out.” 
“Come unto me all ye that labor and are 
heavy laden.” He invites all people and, 
as a matter of fact, only a relatively few 
do accept his invitation. Many are call- 
ed, but few are chosen. You see, if vou 
set aside all those who refuse Christ, all 
those who prefer other things before sal- 
vation, all those who make a profession 
of faith, but whose very faith is belied by 
the way they live, all the hypocrites, you 
can well understand why so few are 
chosen though so many are called. Now, 
this calling, this invitation, is not to be 
confused with the doctrine of effectual 
calling. That is another large considera- 
tion in itself. 


Minister and His Work 

Next report was presented by Henry 
B. Dendy as chairman. Ministers’ sal- 
aries occupied an important part of this 
report, with an Assembly reminder to 
all presbyteries which have not yet done 
so to appoint committees, primarily of 
capable and influential laymen, to study 
the salaries now being made to ministers 
within their boundaries. No self-sup- 
porting church, said the Assembly, should 
pay its pastor less than the minimum set 
by the home missions committee. 

Carter Paden, Chattanooga, Tenn., was 
heard all-too-briefly in a discussion of 
studies he has made on ministers’ sal- 
aries. (Results of his studies are to be 
printed in these columns.—Eds. ) 

The committee asked the Assembly to 
have presbytery commissions on the Min- 
ister and His Work to enforce its law 
regarding the retirement of pastors at 
70 years of age but after some discussion 
it was defeated 169-144. William Childs 
Robinson, coming to the platform to dis- 
cuss the question, apologized for coming 
up to make any statement in opposition 
“under this Moderatorship (Dr. Bell) 
and chairmanship (Dr. Dendy) but we 
have to make our convictions known be- 
fore the Lord.” The proposal, he said, 
would put the man who is over 70 under 
the authority of the commission on the 
Minister and His Work. Why, he asked, 
should we put the wisest men we have 
under the commission? Why should this 
apply to the pastor and not to a profes- 
sor? 

The Stated Clerk, Dr. Scott, pointed 
out that without some agency delegated 
to call attention to the fact that a man 
has reached retirement age, the action of 
the 1943 Assembly may become ineffec- 
tive. A pastor might not bring it up and 
a Session would be reluctant to do so. The 
commission, then, might call this to the 
attention of the persons involved. 

Charles A. Logan, Nashville, Tenn., 
now in his 79th vear, said he is trying 
to start his 100th church. Because of 
this ruling, he said, killing off ministers 
before God calls them, the Board of 
World Missions could not send me back 
as a missionary to Japan, yet, he said, 
he last year went the length of Japan 
under Kagawa’s auspices in evangelistic 
meetings. He urged that all restrictions 
regarding age be lifted. 

The Assembly, in another action, want- 
ed to encourage churches to call older 
men and it wanted to make a positive 
statement instead of a negative one but 
since no one could offer better wording 
it adopted the standing committee's 
phrasing: ‘The Assembly calls to the 
attention of nominating committees that 
age in itself is not necessarily a barrier 
to usefulness in the ministry.” 

The Assembly approved the use of 
“Data Forms” which give objective in- 
formation about ministers to churches 
seeking pastors and the use of “Survey 
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Forms” which provide information about 
churches. These were developed by the 
permanent committee on the Minister and 
His Work and slightly amended by the 
Assembly itself. 

Also approved was a communication 
to the U. S. Congress (via the National 
Council of Churches) urging that in- 
come tax exemption be allowed ministers 
on the rental value of their dwelling place 
when a church does not own its manse. 


General Council Reports 


Judge Julian R. Alford, Tallahassee, 
Fla., reported for the standing committee 
on the General Council. Instead of the 
usual 20-page or longer report only a 
two-page report plus Blue Book items 
was offered. 

The Council was instructed not to 
launch any churchwide financial effort 
before 1955 in order to complete the 
Negro Work campaign and educational 
and other synod or local financial pro- 
grams “except in case of supreme emer- 
gency.” 

‘Assembly's Special Causes” in the 
Women’s program will now be called 
“General Fund Agencies.” 

The Board of Christian Education was 
asked “to study, counsel and advise in 
the whole field of church music, with 
special attention to the needs of the 
smaller churches.” 

The idea of a Plan Book, under the 
General Council’s program committee, 
Was approved, with agency and at-large 
representation and with agencies paying 
the expense. 

Yearly emphases for the church-wide 
program were approved as follows: 1954, 
Christian World View; 1955, Christian 
Faith; 1956, Christian Family; 1957, 
Christian Citizenship. 

Church Paper Week was set for Dec. 
6-12 and a request that all church pe- 
riodicals and publications be promoted 
simultaneously was declined. The As- 
sembly made it clear that by “church 
papers” it means the three independent 
weekly papers and it said that to combine 
the promotion of these and others like 
the Survey, devotional magazines or 
others “‘would be harmful both to church 
papers and periodicals.” 

Atlanta Center 

The idea of an Atlanta center for 
Assembly and other agencies was ap- 
proved, following an East Alabama over- 
ture of 1951 which was studied by the 
General Council. The Assembly ap- 
proved the purchase of the property now 
owned by the Westminster Schools, Inc., 
341 Ponce de Leon Ave., N. E., Atlanta. 
It is understood that this transaction is 
being carried forward by a group of 
Atlanta Presbyterian business men. The 
property with four buildings on it will 
cost $175,000 plus an additional $25,- 
00 to put it in condition for agency use. 
The interested group now has $43,000 
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in hand and hopes for $100,000 from 
other sources. Income from rental will 
he expected to maintain the property. 
Most of the agencies in Atlanta now oc- 
cupy space in the Henry Grady building, 
now air-conditioned and with increased 
rents. 

F. J. Brooke, Abingdon, Va., raised 
a question, saying that union of the 
churches seems probable within the next 
three, four or five years. Has anything 
been anticipated, he wanted to know, in 
view of the rather inevitable fact of 
union ? 

Called upon to respond to the question, 
Dr. Patton, the Council’s executive secre- 
tary, said: 

“That's a rather hard question... . I 
can’t answer it yes or no because it im- 
plies something. Now the agencies of 
your church are not in the business of 
making union or not making union. Their 
business is carrying on the work that you 
give them to do, so they have to go ahead 
and make plans. It appears to the Gen- 
eral Council and the agencies that this is 
a wise move. If we do not need the 
property at any time--I’m not a real 
estate man, I don’t know, but real estate 
men tell us that this is a rather re- 
markable purchase and if you wanted to 
sell it you might make some more money 
like that which was made on buying and 
selling the other property ($43,000 at an 
earlier location ).”’ 

Dr. Scott, the Stated Clerk, called at- 
tention to the authority the boards have to 
make such arrangements themselves. They 
were asking the Assembly’s approval, he 
said, to help them in securing other sub- 
stantial funds from other sources. 

The Assembly adopted unanimously 
the statement disapproving money-mak- 
ing activities in the church and re-affirm- 
ed all previous actions stressing giving 
as an act of worship (OUTLOOK, May 18, 
p. @). 


MONDAY AFTERNOON 
Judicial Committee 


Ernest Trice Thompson reported for 
the Judicial Committee. With 67 presby- 
teries favoring and 15 opposing an 
amendment to- paragraph 70, Book of 
Church Order, the Assembly amended the 
item to provide that churches may have 
an additional ruling elder in presbytery 
for each 1,000 members or major fraction 
thereof and re-submitted it to the presby- 
teries. 

Three items approved last year were 
turned over to the permanent judicial 
committee for study and report next year. 

A New Orleans overture objected to a 
presbytery’s giving a commission “blanket 
authority” in certain situations but the 
committee and Assembly said the Book 
of Church Order gives this permission. 

Robert J. McMullen, now serving the 
Chapel Hill, N. C., church, inquired of 
the Assembly as to whether an acting pas- 
tor with evangelistic powers serving a 
church under supervision of a presby- 
tery’s commission (as the Chapel Hill 


church) could call a_ congregational 
meeting to elect officers against the will 
of the commission. The committee and 
Assembly said he could not. 

A good bit of the standing committee’s 
time was taken up with a request of the 
retiring Moderator, W. A. Alexander, 
whose report to the Assembly declared 
that the Synod of Florida had failed to 
record the protest of J. W. Marshall as 
instructed by the 1952 Assembly. Mr. 
Marshall had objected to having women 
speak before the synod and had carried 
his complaint to the General Assembly 
when he felt that he had been denied 
constitutional rights in the matter. The 
committee found, and the Assembly sus- 
tained, that the Synod had recorded the 
item as a “dissent” but it was the stand- 
ing committee’s and the Assembly’s judg- 
ment that the Marshall declaration “was 
neither a dissent nor a protest but merely 
a paper, and therefore, had no reason 
to be included in the record.” 

Dr. Thompson also introduced a res- 
olution, which the Assembly adopted, 
requiring that any overtures proposed for 
enactment in the Book of Church Order 
be referred to the permanent judicial 
committee for alignment with the present 
BCO, amendment of language, etc., be- 
fore being sent to the presbyteries. 
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Chapel Hill Case 

Next came Dr. Thompson’s filing of 
the report of the judicial commission in 
the Chapel Hill, N. C., case, since the 
judicial committee had been made a com- 
mission to consider a protest from mem- 
bers of the synod against the action of a 
synod commission. North Carolina min- 
isters and elders on the commission were 
ineligible to serve on the commission. 

It was understood that long and tire- 
some hours were spent on this case, with 
the volume of the record having to be 
reviewed. Some nights the commission 
met until 12 o’clock and one night until 
2 a.m., most of which time was spent 
simply in reading aloud the record of 
the case. 

An Assembly's commission cannot hear 
new evidence, it cannot re-open the case. 
It must simply review the record, hear 
complainants and respondents, and either 
affirm or reject the complaints, in this 
case against actions of a synod commis- 
sion (OuTLOooK, June 15, p. 6). When 
the record was completed and the com- 
plainants and respondents had been 
heard, each of the 40 members of the 
commission was allowed to make a state- 
ment (limited to five minutes). Then 
the vote, as is required, was taken with- 
out discussion. ‘The results of this vote 
are then presented to the Assembly which 
is required to accept the result as its own. 

In the Chapel Hill case a commission 
of presbytery had dissolved the relation- 
ship of both the pastor and officers. A 
complaint was carried to the synod and 
a commission of synod had reversed the 
presbytery in all points except restoring 
the pastoral relationship. Four men 
(Harry M. Moffett, Philip H. Hower- 
ton, W. G. McGavock and Thomas H. 
Hamilton) had protested the failure to 
restore the pastoral relationship. The 
commission had called unanimousty for 
a new hearing and required that a trial 


be held if desired either by church offi- 
cers or pastor. 

Complainants, led by Z. T. Piephoff 
and T. Henry Patterson, said (1) the 
Book of Church Order (76) gives a 
presbytery power to dissolve the pastoral 
relationship “where the interests of reli- 
gion imperatively demand it.”” They also 
complained (2) against the synod’s ap- 
pearing to make “optional” whether a 
trial should be held. 

Both complainants and respondents 
agreed that the procedure of the com- 
mission was carried out to their complete 
satisfaction in that all the record was 
reviewed except what it was jointly agreed 
to omit. 

The vote of the commission was 16-15 
to sustain (1) above, saying that presby- 
tery can dissolve a relationship under 
paragraph 76, though it was widely 
known that one member of the commis- 
sion, whose vote would have made it 
16-16, was called away the afternoon be- 
fore the vote was taken. 

On the other point, the complainants 
were overruled by a 25-6 vote and the 
presbytery was told that if either the 
pastor or officers request a trial it must 
be given. It was understood that many 
in the presbytery, including some of the 
complainants, felt that if a trial is re- 
quired it should be conducted outside the 
presbytery and by the synod, in view of 
strong feelings in the case. 

The practical effect of the Assembly’s 
action differs in only one respect from 
the action of synod’s commission since 
the synod did not restore the pastoral and 
official relationships. It eliminates the 
necessity of a preliminary hearing which 
might have led to a trial. By a one-vote 
margin it said a presbytery can proceed 
under paragraph 76 without a formal 
trial, but the synod’s commission had 
also let the dissolution stand. 

Following the filing of the commission’s 


The Inquiring Reporter Asks About 


Most Important G. A. Actions 


What do you think was the most important action taken by the 
General Assembly of 1953? 


(Continued from last week) 


Witt1AM H. BarNuarpt, Charlotte, 
N. C., elder-—(1) Action taken regard- 
ing submission of the union matter to 
the presbyteries. (2) Action taken re- 
vising the regulations concerning re-mar- 
riage of divorced members. 

Roy L. Davis, Little Rock, Ark., min- 
ister—A unanimous vote on a _ hitherto 
divisive issue. 

Wapbe P. Hutr, Jr., Macon, Ga., min- 
ister—The plan to have a first class of- 
ficial church paper going into the home 
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of every Presbyterian family. All boards 
and agencies should profit from this co- 
ordinated effort. Our people will know 
more, give more, be more! 

Cari M. Hii1, Nashville, Tenn., elder 
—First, there was the evidence on every 
hand of a growing interest in the Negro 
work as a vital part of our church pro- 
gram and Christian obligation. Second, 
the affirmative action of the Assembly to 
the Plan of Union by the several] sections 
of the Presbyterian Church constitutes 
a historic decision of far-reaching sig- 
nificance. 


report, fourteen of the 31 members filed 
dissents or protests against the majority 
action. The protest, which it was under- 
stood, included the signatures of every 
judge and lawyer on the commission ex- 
cept one, was based on the following: 

“1. Sustaining the presbytery’s com- 
plaint, in this case, seems to condone 
what has largely been interpreted, within 
and without the church, as ‘Star Cham- 
ber’ preceedings; 

“2. Sustaining the synod’s ruling would 
not have had the effect of changing a 
presbytery’s authority, under proper cir- 
cumstances, to proceed under paragraph 
76 of the Book of Church Order to dis- 
solve a pastoral relation; 

“3. Sustaining the synod’s ruling would 
have indicated that, where investigation 
produces information leading to a rea- 
sonable presumption of guilt, the respon- 
sibility of the investigating body should 
then be discharged under provisions of 
paragraph 189 of the Book of Church 
Order.” 

Signers of the protest were: 

Hubert H. Hopper, Houston, Texas 
H. Roe Bartle, Kansas City, Mo. 
Nickell Kramer, Ronceverte, W. Va. 
Thomas M. French, Grapevine, Texas 
A. H. Shipper, Martinsburg, Va. 
James S. Coleman, Jr., Eutaw, Ala. 
Frank M. Taylor, Grapevine, Texas 
B. W. Downing, Mercedes, Texas 
J. Gordon Riggan, Huntington, W. 
Va. 
Hubert V. Taylor, Atlanta, Ga. 
Cliff R. Johnson, Alexandria, Va. 
R. A. Kent, Jr., Fluker, La. 
Ernest Trice Thompson, Richmond, 
Va. 

Edward S. Hemphill, Jacksonville, 
Fla., “dissented” from item (1) of the 
commission’s action which affirmed pres- 
bytery’s power to follow the course it 


did. 
TRIAL IS ASKED 


The following week, after con- 
ference with members and offi- 
cers of the Chapel Hill church, 
Mr. Jones made a formal request 
that Orange Presbytery take ac- 
tion. It was indicated that this 
would be dealt with as a routine 
item of business at the July 16 
meeting at New Hope church, 
near Chapel Hill. There was no 
indication as to whether any of- 
ficers would request a formal 
trial or not. 


Montreat College 


Chief item of interest in the report 
on Educational Institutions by William 
B. Ward, Spartanburg, S. C., was the 
Montreat College recommendation which 
had been referred by the Assembly fol- 
lowing a partial discussion of the ad 
interim committee's report. 

On Friday afternoon the Assembly had 
approved continuing the preparatory 
school and junior college, as recommend- 
ed by the ad interim committee but had 
held up the other proposals until further 
study was made. Now, with the rec- 
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ommendation of the committee on Educa- 
tional Institutions, it rescinded the Fri- 
day action and put the entire matter in 
the hands of another and more represen- 
tative ad interim committee. The As- 
sembly also added $32,000 to current 
askings for Montreat (Association) 
which will go to the college, making the 
General Fund item $150,000 for the 
vear. (CC. Grier Davis moved that this 
be done and Charles L. King seconded 
the motion. It was understood that this 
had been agreed upon following consul- 
tation with members of the committee on 
educational institutions, though it does 
put the Assembly, for this vear, in the 
place of direct support of a college when 
its age-old policy has been one of synodi- 
cal support. 

The standing committee said: 

“Your committee felt that all possible 
opportunities for integrating Montreat 
College into our church’s plan of synodi- 
cal control and support have not yet been 
explored, and that questions of degrees 
and accreditation have not been fully 
answered. Also, your standing commit- 
tee felt keenly that no solution to the 
Montreat College problem will be perma- 
nent or acceptable to the church at large 
until such solution represents the think- 
ing, both of those who are charged with 
the responsibility of operating Montreat 
College and those who carry responsibil- 
ity for the total educational program of 
our church. We believe that a permanent 
and acceptable solution to this whole 
problem must come from a meeting of 
minds of men who have responsibility 
for the college here and men to whom our 
church looks for leadership and guid- 
ance in its total program of higher edu- 
cation. 

“Therefore, your committee recom- 
mends that the Assembly commit the 
problem of Montreat College for another 
year to an ad interim committee of 11 
members appointed by the Moderator, 
with (1) four members reappointed from 
the retiring ad interim committee to 
conserve the fruits of their year of study, 
(2) three members representing Mon- 
treat College, (3) three members repre- 
senting higher education in our church, 
and (4) a chairman appointed by the 
Moderator from the church at large; 
that this committee report to the 1954 
Assembly as to the place of Montreat 
College in the educational program of our 
church, such report to be completed in 
time to be included in the Blue Book for 
the 1954 Assembly.” 


The committee, as reported here last 
week, consists of the following: (1) 
Henry W. Hill, Chas. L. King, James 
G. Leyburn, B. L. Parkinson; (2) C. 
Grier Davis, James L. Fowle, Chas. FE. 
S. Kraemer; (3) John R. Cunningham, 
Peyton N. Rhodes, C. Ellis Nelson; and 
(4) P. D. Miller. 

Other jtems in the Educational Insti- 
tutions report included: Encouraging 
progress indicated in the various Mon- 
treat activities. The committee asked 
that in the future the Assembly be pro- 
vided with a condensed statement of the 
financial operations of Montreat College, 
Montreat Preparatory School and Camp 
Montreat. 
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The Assembly approved the action of 
the Board of Church Extension and the 
trustees of Stillman College whereby a 
permanent joint committee on plans and 
cooperation will meet at least yearly to 
study “the entire situation relating to our 
Assembly's program of Negro Work and 
to make recommendations to both boards 
for measure which will assure the max- 
imum of this work, and the closest pos- 
sible cooperation of the agencies con- 
cerned.” 

Miss Janie McCutchen replaced Miss 
Janie McGaughey whose term had ex- 
pired on the board of the Assembly’s 
Training School. 


Women’s Work 


C. E. Mount, Cape Girardeau, Mo., 
reported for Women’s Work, commend- 
ing the work of the past year, noting 63 
new organizations and 9,525 new mem- 
bers. The Assembly was “concerned” 
that only $53,487 of the $89,474 asked 
for this board was received, making it 
necessary for the board to accept a grant 
of $30,000 from the other boards and 
even then to curtail some of its program. 

The Assembly heard that salaries paid 
staff members of the board are “lower 
than salaries paid women of equal train- 
ing and experience in other fields of serv- 
ice, and even lower than salaries paid by 
some presbyteries and local churches to 
their highly trained women workers.” It 
called these salaries inadequate and ask- 
ed the board to ‘‘consider taking imme- 
diate steps to remedy the situation.” 

Changes in the administrative work 
of the staff were noted: one office dis- 
continued and its work divided; a new 
member added to serve in the business 
and finance division. 

The Assembly noted: “That the board 
is alert to developments not only within 
our church but in the work of church 
women throughout the world. We com- 
mend them for their active participatio: 
and leadership in cooperative and inter- 
church activities.” 


MONDAY EVENING 


Billy Graham, the Evangelist, flew to 
Montreat from his meeting in Dallas, to 
speak to the Assembly Monday evening. 


Christian Education 

Following that service the Assembly 
resumed its business session, taking up 
the Christian Education report which was 
carried over, in part, from the afternoon. 
A. E. Dallas, Knoxville, Tenn., pastor, 
made the report. 

Two items in the report provoked ex- 
tended discussion—the RSV and the test- 
ing of ministerial candidates. 

The RSV item came in answer to an 
overture from Birmingham Presbytery, 
asking that this new version be used in 
the Sunday school literature as well as 
the King James. William Childs Rob- 


inson opposed this, for, he said, “If we 
pass this it means that we are treating 
the RSV with the same dignity and re- 
spect that we give to the ‘AV.’ He told 
of corrections that are still being made 
in the RSV and others which, he felt, 
should be made. He moved that the 
Assembly direct that the American Stand- 
ard Version of 1901 be carried in parallel 
columns and that the RSV be considered 
a popular translation rather than as an 
authorized version. 

Holmes Rolston, editor of the Sunday 
school and other literature, was asked 
for a statement. He said the King James 
had been used as the basic text but that 
writers were permitted to quote from 
any other version. At the last meeting 
of the Board of Christian Education car- 
rying the RSV and KJV in parallel col- 
umns was approved. He said that all the 
Uniform lessons and most of the graded 
materials are published for the United 
Presbyterian Church, the Reformed 
Church in America and others and that 
such a change as was proposed ‘would 
get us into difficulty with the cooperating 
churches. ‘There would be nothing less 
realistic than to instruct us to go back 
and carry the ASV.” 

The Robinson motion was lost. 

Florida Presbytery had overtured that 
the “Authorized” Version be continued. 
The Assembly changed this to read, 
“King James” Version and finally ap- 
proved carrying both RSV and KJV by 
a vote of 174-146. 

W. J. Stanway, Hattiesburg, Miss., 
said the Synod of Mississippi last fall 
had declined to endorse the community 
observances welcoming the RSV. If the 
RSV is printed in the literature, he 
said, it may result in a good many 
churches refusing to use the literature. 

Lewis Steele, Asheville Presbytery, 
wanted all the overtures answered in the 
negative and the Board permitted to print 
wit it saw fit—which has been the 
traditional practice. 

J. Ernest Somerville, Birmingham. 
pointed out in the course of the discus- 
sion that it was hardly probable that the 
Assembly had ever “authorized” the 
King James Version and his motion to 
delete the reference to the KJV as ‘“Au- 
thorized”’ was unanimously carried. 
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The Assembly declined to place can- 
didates for the ministry under the care 
of the Commission on the Minister and 
His Work—they are supervised by the 
Committee on Christian Education. 

Studies on weekday kindergartens 
(OUTLOOK, June 8) were approved, as 
was a new chapter on The Church School 
proposed for the Book of Church Order. 

The Sth quadrennial youth convention 
next Dec. 29 to Jan. 1 at Auburn, Ala., 
was approved. 

The Christian Education building 
which is to be erected at Montreat, it was 
voted, shall have a plaque recognizing 
the service of Edward D. Grant, who 
resigned as executive secretary last fall. 

Each Session is asked to review an- 
nually “the curriculum materials being 
used, to the end that our Presbyterian 
materials shall be used throughout our 
Presbyterian Church, U. S.” 

Higher education leaders were asked 
“to develop an overall program, looking 
forward to an early time when the Gen- 
eral Assembly will designate a vear to 
strengthen and develop our whole pro- 
gram of Christian higher education.” 

Testing Program 

Tedious and involved discussion at 
tended the proposed adoption of a new 
manual, “Duties of the Presbytery Re 
garding Candidates for the Ministry.” 
The committee recommended approval 
with amendments. 

There was no hitch at the point of 
requiring a presbytery to approve by a 
three-fourths vote when a candidate does 
not meet all the educational requirements. 
Only at the point of testing were ques- 
tions raised and most of these were by 
men who favor the step and are seeking 
to frame the statements in the manual in 
the best possible manner. 

Cecil D. Brearley, Jr., Ninety-Six, S. 
C., moved to delete the entire section on 
testing, saving “I disagree with all the 
psychologists and psychiatrists for the 
man who believes he has been called to 
the Christian ministry.” 

W. E. Garrison, Roswell, Ga., said 
it is a simple matter of record that there 
ure men in various stages of preparation 
for the ministry who will never be able 
to do an acceptable work. 
profession today we are 
standards 


In every other 

finding the 
raised higher. The 
standards in the ministry should be high- 


being 


er. It is our duty to make it possible 
for presbyteries to deal with men who 
have not shown the maturity necessary 
to fulfill the work of the gospel ministry. 

Stephen T. Harvin, Jacksonville, Fla., 
made a “plea for the young men of to- 
morrow.” Look back over the years, he 
said, and you will see many who have 
suffered heartaches because a presbytery 
did not have the courage to say No. 

Albert Kissling, also of Jacksonville, 
wanted the Board of Christian Education 
and the presidents of the four theological 
seminaries to re-phrase the wording in 
the section on testing. 

D. D. Fox, Dallas, Texas, said, “As 
a layman, I am heartily in favor of the 
testing program. The organization with 
which I am associated has been using 
it for many years and it has been very 
successful.” 

The section will be studied further, re- 
phrased, and presented later for approval. 
The special committee which prepared 
the manual and the testing program was 
warmly commended by the Assembly. 

A great deal of good-natured wise- 
cracking took place during the discussion 
of testing. In the midst of talk about 
personality deficiencies, psychological 
twists and the like, one commissioner at- 
tempted an explanation by saying, with 
no idea of how it would sound, “To put 
the matter in a nutshell and the 
commissioners went into stitches. 

When one man stood to try to get the 
Moderator’s attention, «a commissioner 
was heard to sav to his neighbor, “If that 
fellow gets the floor the Assembly will 
be sure to pass this testing program.” 

Charles T.. King added to the humor 
when he asked the Moderator, “Is 
there any danger that the Assembly will 
make these tests retroactive and include 
us older ministers 7” 

After a long day, the Assembly ad 
journed to begin its final day with all 
elders expected to attend a special break- 
fast at 6:45 in the Assembly Inn. 


TUESDAY MORNING 


Edward D. Grant was the speaker at 
the elders’ breakfast, leading these men 
to a penetrating personal self-analysis 
of themselves as individual Christians 
and as elders. 


Publication Report 


First item of business was the report 
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of a special committee which had studied 
the work of an ad interim committee 
dealing with a promotional publication 
to serve the agencies. D. P. McGeachy, 
Jr., Clearwater, Fla., minister, made the 
report which the Assembly approved 
unanimously. 

The committee said the Survey, the 
present official magazine, can be made 
to fulfill the needs for an Assembly pub- 
lication that will promote the full pro- 
gram of the church. It approved the ad 
interim committee’s idea of an indepen- 
dent board of directors, responsible di- 
rectly to the Assembly, to direct and con- 
trol the publication. This board will 
have 15 members: one each from six 
agencies and nine connected with no 
agency and nominated by the permanent 
nominating committee of the Assembly. 
This board becomes active immediately 
upon nomination (this year) by the com- 
mittee. 

Any deficit incurred by the publication 
will be met by the agencies and any profits 
will be used to improve the publication. 

The present publishing and editorial 
direction, it is recommended, shall be 
continued, though it may be found wise 
to change the Survey’s name. A reduced 
every-family rate is urged where all 
homes in a congregation receive the pub- 
lication. 


Church Extension 


Home Missions—-Fifty-nine churches 
were organized last year and an average 
of more than one church a week has been 
established during the past six years. 
Louisiana and East Hanover Presbyteries 
left home mission support last year. Im- 
portant help in church architecture is to 
be offered soon by the Board of Church 
Extension. 

What has been called Defense Service 
will now be called the “Department of 
Chaplains and Military Personnel.” The 
special offering is being discontinued. 

Dallas Presbytery’s overture was an- 
swered favorably. This instructs the 
board to invite the cooperation of Pres- 
byterian and Reformed home mission and 
church extension boards to join in a com- 
prehensive, nationwide, county-by-county 
study, “looking toward the establishment 
of congregations where they are most 
needed, taking every precaution to avoid 
duplication of effort or overlapping and 
to meet each need; that the summary of 
the study be laid before the several su- 
preme judicatories at the earliest possible 
year with recommendations for ways and 
means of meeting the opportunity.” 

In relation to this, attention was called 
to a “Capital Gifts Plan” to operate at 
presbytery level which the Assembly ap- 
proved (OvTLooK, May 4). Under this 
plan all resources would be directed to 
sound planning and united financial 
support. Efforts like this are already 
being made in Dallas, Atlanta, Memphis 
and Nashville. 
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Evangelism—Last year’s total num- 
ber of accessions on profession of faith 
was the second highest on record (27,- 
+16) and the total number of additions 
was the greatest ever recorded (77,919). 
Next March 28-Apr. 18 was set for a 
special churchwide evangelistic season. 
Spiritual Life Retreats, Visitation Evan- 
gelism and other efforts are to be car- 
ried forward. Another pre-Assembly 
conference on evangelism is planned for 
next year. Synods are urged to secure 
directors of evangelism. Assembly-wide 
simultaneous evangelistic efforts are be- 
ing planned for 1955. Joint efforts with 
other Presbyterian bodies were urged. Ob- 
viously inactive churches on presbytery 
rolls are to be so designated in the As- 
sembly’s Minutes so as to offer a truer 
statistical picture. 

Negro Work—The possible over-sub- 
scription of the Negro Work campaign 
was hailed and encouraged. Churches 
that are vet to take offerings for this ef- 
fort were urged to do so. 

Radio and TV—The Protestant Ra- 
dio Center in Atlanta was described as 
the “first and only interdenominationally 
owned Protestant radio center.” Presby- 
terians are taking a leading part, with 
John M. Alexander as president. Re- 
corded and other programs sponsored by 
the division are meeting with great suc- 
cess. The current John F. Anderson 
series is said to be reaching more people 
than ever before heard a Presbyterian 
preacher—largely because of being car- 
ried also on the Armed Forces network. 

Christian Relations The joint 
statement of the Reformed faith in rela- 
tion to socia] concern and action was ap- 
proved. This was prepared for both 
U. S. and USA groups and written by 
John A. Mackay, USA Assembly's Mod- 
erator (QUTLOOK, May 18, p. 18). 

One of the major discussions and ac- 
tions of the Assembly came with the pre- 
sentation of the recommendations of the 
Council on Christian Relations in regard 
to amendments on Marriage, Divorce 
and Remarriage (OvurLook, May 11). 
First to speak in opposition to the 
proposed report, though speaking ap- 
preciatively of most of it, was J. Kelly 
Unger, Meridian, Miss., a former mis- 
sionary. He urged that the report be 
re-committed for additional study and 
proof-texts from the Scriptures. He urged 
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that a definite standard be set up that 
the church could adhere to. If this plan 
goes through, he said, we will have no 
standard. “I have always been able to 
have an answer from the Bible for every 
moral problem I have ever come across,” 
he said. In this connection, if every man 
makes his own choice then the choice is 
every man’s. 

Samuel C. Patterson, French Camp, 
Miss., supported the idea. Many of us, 
he said, feel that this is amending the 
Scriptures themselves. What is asked 
here would be contrary to what our Lord 
said. 

Dr. Benfield, chairman of the Church 
Extension standing committee presenting 
the report, pointed out that this question 
had been before the Assembly since 1945 
and that in 1950 the Assembly asked the 
Council on Christian Relations to formu- 
late amendments to the BCO and Confes- 
sion of Faith on the basis of principles 
which were approved then. 

George Wright, Asheville, N. C., law- 
ver and chairman of the Council, told 
something of the history of the study. 
The language of the Standards, he said, 
came from a past age when divorce was 
very rare. The courts then could point 
unerringly to the guilty party, but no one 
in the world can examine the law and 
determine who is the guilty party. A 
minister has no possible chance to be 
sure he is marrying a person who is in- 
nocent so he is thrown into a situation 
where he either refuses to marry any one 
who has been divorced or he feels that he 
may have dene wrong in being a party to 
the marriage of someone who is divorced. 
Of course, said Mr. Wright, if this is 
un-Scriptural then by all means don't 
approve it. 


Dr. Thompson Speaks 

Ernest Trice Thompson, as a member 
of the Council, was called upon to give 
the theological and Biblical background 
of the Council’s work and the time was 
extended to allow him ample time to pre- 
sent it. This talk was considered one 
of the highlights of the Assembly and 
commissioners have asked for copies of 
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it. (It will be printed in these columns 
and reprints will be available.—Eds. ) 

Dr. Thompson said that no Presby- 
terian minister with good sense would 
ever seek such an assignment as the As- 
sembly gave the Council and its predeces- 
sor committee seven years ago. The 
Council did not bring in these recom- 
mended changes until the Assembly had 
instructed it to do so on the basis of 
agreed-upon principles. He said he had 
no objection to having the report re- 
committed but the Assembly should know 
of the careful work which had already 
been done. 

The Council believes its recommenda- 
tions are grounded in the Scriptures; our 
present Standards regarding divorce and 
remarriage were written for another day 
and are based on a legalistic interpreta- 
tion of Scripture which we can no longer 
accept as valid. 

The three verses in the New Testament 
which are used as proof-texts for the 
present regulation do not agree with each 
other. Further, we do not interpret 
Jesus’ teachings as an absolute binding 
rule in any other case but recognize that 
he set forth general principles. Jesus did 
not interpret the Scriptures legalistically. 
The legalism of our Standards is unrea- 
sonable and impracticable. The pro- 
posed revision is in accordance with Scrip- 
ture properly understood and applied and 
is therefore both reasonable and_prac- 
ticable. 

The revision upholds the basic prin- 
ciple of Scripture that marriage is de- 
signed by God to last for the lifetime of 
the two parties involved. It makes for- 
giveness real. 

The proposals are also in line with the 
experience and growing Christian insight 
of other denominations which have a high 
ideal for marriage. They also are in 
accord with the growing spiritual insight, 
the sensitized conscience and the habitual 
practice of the majority of our ministers. 
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The changes proposed do not lower 
our Standards to meet the practice of our 
church; they raise our Standards to the 
level of our understanding of the mind 
of Christ. 

Following this the motion of Mr. Unger 
was defeated 245-148. 


Dr. Scherer Offers Motion 

Then Tilden Scherer, Sharon, S. C., 
said it might seem presumptuous to speak 
after what has gone before. He was 
reminded of the saying, “What can a man 
do who cometh after the King?” But 
he proposed a reaffirmation of the ‘tra- 
ditional position” of the church on this 
question. 

Dr. Scherer, also given an extension 
of time, talked at length on the question 
and on the general state of morality in 
the nation. In the course of his remarks 
he told a Negro story and was beginning 
another when Casper Glenn, Negro min- 
ister of New Orleans, challenged him, 
saying that he had “used one story and 
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was about to use another that reflects on 
a people who are a part of our church. 
This is in opposition to the tradition of 
this church and I would beg you, sir 
(addressing the Moderator), that you say 
to this General Assembly that the expres- 
sion of this brother is not the position 
of the church nor the position of the 
Moderator. I believe, sir, you owe us 
that right.” 

The Moderator said, “The chair sup- 
ports the point of order raised.” 

Dr. Scherer, who apparently did not 
hear the objection accurately, went on to 
explain that he had no hard feelings to- 
ward the Council on Christian Relations 
and was expressing his own point of 
view. When he continued his talk, R. 
W. Kirkpatrick interrupted to say, “If 
the speaker was out of order and makes 
no apology, I move that he be denied the 
privileges of the floor.” The motion had 
many seconds. 

When it was explained to Dr. Scherer 
that the Negro stories and use of the word 
“nigger” were the grounds of the ob- 
jection, he said, “Did I say that? I 
didn’t know I said it.” And his apology 
followed. 

It was ruled that his time had expired 
and the Scherer motion was put with only 
a few supporting votes. 

When the standing committee’s rec- 
ommendation was put, calling for amend- 
ments on the marriage, divorce and re- 
marriage question as specified, it was 
carried with only scattering opposition. 
The Moderator then said, “We need to 
remind ourselves that we are at one in our 
conviction of the sanctity of marriage 
and our ideal of the Christian home.” 
He then called for a period of silent 
praver 


Glenn Explanation 


Mr. Glenn, who had objected to the 
Negro stories, when questioned later by 
this paper indicated that he regretted 
having to raise his own voice on that 
subject but he said he is deeply con- 
cerned that the increasing number of 
well-informed and highly intelligent Ne- 
groes whom the church is trying to reach 
shall not be offended by such stories. He 
said they are very sensitive at this point 
and he wanted to avoid all possibilities 
of their thinking that the Presbyterian 


Church supported such attitudes. They 
should not feel sensitive, he said, any 
more than Scots do about jokes about 
other Scots, but they do, and he did not 
want the church put in a bad light by this 
practice. 

The Christian Relations report which 
surveyed wide and critical areas of the 
nation’s life was adopted as presented 
(OvTLOOK, June 1) with only one addi- 
tion offered by Polk Moffett, Greenville, 
Texas, wherein the Assembly affirmed 
its distress at: 

“the degrading infiuences of the current 
exploitation of sensuality and consequent 
anti-Christian attitudes toward sex and 
marriage as these are foisted upon the 
communities and homes of our land by 
commercial interests in the fields of mag- 
azine publication, moving pictures, 
amusements and advertising.” 

All recommendations in regard to daily 
work as vocation, labor and industry, race 
relations, the alcohol problem, citizen- 
ship, church and state and the church and 
the United Nations were adopted as pre- 
sented. 

Only discussion came in connection 
with the section on race relations. The 
Council recommended and the Assembly 
approved the recommendation “That 
churches practice no discrimination in 
ministering to the needs of people, even 
as the love of God in Christ embraces 
all people alike.” This was felt by 
many long-time observers to be the most 
far-reaching statement ever made by the 
Assembly in this area, and there was 
no objection raised to it. 


Ewart Amendment 


Jack W. Ewart, Radford, Va., min- 
ister, introduced a resolution in an effort 
to make it stronger and this was played 
up in the daily press while the positive 
action calling for no discrimination was 
completely overlooked. 

The Ewart amendment, which was re- 
ferred to the Council on Christian Rela- 
tions for study and recommendation, ask- 
ed that the following be added to the 
sentence calling for no discrimination: 

“That the General Assembly, in carry- 
ing out the implications of this action, 
shall direct the trustees of all its insti- 
tutions of higher education to open its 


doors to all races; 
“That the General Assembly strongly 
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recommends the same action to synods 
and presbyteries; 

“That the local churches be directed to 
examine their own life, and practice no 
discrimination within their fellowship or 
outreach.” 

Mr. Ewart, in support of his motion, 
said the pattern of segregation has been 
broken down by labor unions, baseball 
teams, Communism and the Roman 
Catholic Church. In the light of Jesus’ 
teachings, what should be our attitudes 
and practices? Should these be on the 
basis of cultural practices or the laws 
of heaven? The gospel call is, “Be not 
conformed to this world, but be ve trans- 
formed. .. .” 

The Negro Work campaign, he said, 
is more than we have ever done before, 
but it is still working within the frame- 
work of our cultural pattern and it means 
that we will simply have more segregated 
churches. The Church of Jesus Christ 
should not be “the last stronghold of 
segregation.”” Somebody has said that 
the 11 o’clock hour on Sunday morning 
is the most segregated hour in America. 
Approval of this recommendation, he 
said, would enable our church to take 
a positive stand in a world that is seeth- 
ing with unrest and racial tensions. 

R. Murphy Williams, Jr., Wilson, N. 
C., moved that the recommendation be 
referred to the Council on Christian Re- 
lations and this was done with only 
slight opposition. 

It was explained by some that this 
course was necessary since the recom- 


mendation called for the Assembly to 
exercise authority where it has none— 
over educational institutions, etc., which 
are controlled by synods, and over con- 
gregations which are responsible directly 
to presbyteries. 


World Missions 


As the final report before lunch, the 
Assembly listened and adopted without 
discussion the reports on World Missions 
as presented by William Childs Robin- 
son. The report said, ‘It becomes the 
synods, presbyteries and sessions to ac- 
cept wholeheartedly the askings of the 
Assembly for World Missions and not to 
water them down by lumping them to- 
gether with exaggerated asynodical or 
presbyterial askings, nor to divert the 
givings to World Missions either to faith 
missions or to ecumenical projects whose 
financial support the Assembly has de- 
clined to underwrite.” It was not speci- 
fied, but this was taken to be a veiled 
reference to the International Christian 
University in Japan which the board 
has persistently declined to join though 
it has always said it left the door open 
for churches and individuals who wished 
to contribute to the JICU to do so. 

Another section of the report was in- 
terpreted to refer to criticism of the 
World Mission program and possibly to 
the Assembly-authorized ad interim study 
of the entire work of World Missions 
which began last year: 


“Your standing committee unhesitat- 


Prayer 


Offered by C. Darby Fulton at the request of the Moderator following 
the Assembly’s unanimous vote on studying the Plan of Union 


UR FATHER, our hearts are full 

in this moment as thou hast con- 
ferred upon us a blessing possibly greater 
than the solution of this issue one way 
or the other. We thank thee for the spirit 
of mutual consideration, of understand- 
ing, of forbearance, nay, the spirit of 
Christ, which thou hast given to thy 
servants, as evidenced to us here by this 
meeting of minds and hearts. 

We pray thee that as this issue goes 
to the church for its study, the spirit 
which thou hast vouchsafed unto us here 
may be given to thy people in every 
synod and church, in every hamlet and 
community, in every group of officers and 
people, so that even where men find it 
necessary to agree to differ, they can at 
the same time be resolved to love. 

We pray too, O God, that through that 
love which brought the Great Reconcilia- 
tion, which was sufficient to bring back 
to thy side and to thy heart us who were 
far alienated from thy presence and from 
thy grace by our sin, that that love will 
prove sufficient to bridge the gap between 
man and man, and to reconcile us to one 
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another as brothers, even as it has been 
the power that reconciled us unto God. 


We ask too for wisdom. This problem 
has so many facets and we each see such 
a small part of the truth and we are so 
limited in the premises on the basis of 
which we must form our judgments. Help 
us to believe in the sincerity of one an- 
other. Help us to understand that our 
brother might have seen glimpses of truth 
that are yet hidden from us. 


We pray that no false pride may per- 
sist within us so stubbornly that we shall 
be more concerned in the winning of a 
personal victory than in finding the mind 
and will of God. 

And so now, as words fail us in the 
expression of our desires and prayers, 
we commit ourselves anew to thee, pray- 
ing that that mind which was in Christ 
Jesus our Lord be also in us, knowing 
that where we are dominated by the same 
mind we must at length come to the same 
rightful conclusion. God help us and 
lead up and bless our church. In Jesus’ 
name, AMEN. 


ingly commends this board to the full 
confidence, the fervent prayers, and the 
unanimous support of the church. Of 
course, these brethren are fallible, as 
we all are, and can be helped by construc- 
tive criticism that moves within the 
framework of our Presbyterian organiza- 
tion. We find, moreover, that these 
servants of the church are continually 
exercising a healthy self-criticism of 
their own work, and are yearning fer an 
ever-deepening devotion and dedication 
in their lives.” 

The report pointed to a record year 
in gifts to World Missions: $2,253,988. 

The board was increased to 21 mem- 
bers by the addition of Robt. E. Craig, 
McComb, Miss., and C. H. Patterson, 
Bluefield, W. Va., a former missionary. 

A Florida Presbytery overture asking 
the Assembly to discourage the support- 
ing of “independent missions when the 
needs of our own board are so great” 
was answered affirmatively. 


TUESDAY AFTERNOON 


After a short recess the Assembly re- 
turned after lunch to hear the report on 
Interchurch Relations and to make its 
decision on items related to the question 
of union. Although no count was made, 
it appeared that an unusually large pro- 
portion of the Assembly was still on hand, 
though a number of visitors helped to 
swell the crowd. Even before the As- 
sembly convened an unusual number of 
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leaders of the anti-union or “continuing 
church” group who were not commission- 
ers was observed at Montreat—from 
Memphis, Atlanta, Houston and other 
cities, but many of these had not stayed 
longer than the opening sessions. 


Harmony Session 


The committee chairman, R. McFer- 
ran Crowe, asked for all members of the 
committee to sit on the platform, which 
had been agreed-upon in the committee. 
This was done, obviously, to dramatize 
before the Assembly the different points 
of view represented on the committee. 
Then L. Nelson Bell and James R. Bul- 
lock, representing different “sides,” were 
asked to make statements. Dr. Bell said: 


we wish with all our hearts to im- 
part to this General Assembly something 
of the blessing that we as _ individual 
members of this committee have _ re- 
ceived. When | received notification from 
Dr. Scott’s office that [ was a member of 
this committee [commissioners request 
their own assignments and get them in 
so far as possible.—-Eds.], I thought to 
myself if there ever was a meeting of 
the ecclesiastical Hatfields and McCoys, 
we've got it on this committee, and that’s 
one reason we wanted to sit on the plat- 
form this afternoon to confirm that 
definite opinion to the entire General As- 
sembly. Now, with that background, with 
our tremendous divergence of opinion 
and judgments on this matter, I am frank 
to say that I think most of us, this prcb- 
ably would not be true of some, but most 
of us went into the meeting mainly 
armed with sawed-off shotguns, brass 
knucks and many other implements that 
we thought we might use on one another. 
After three sessions, which lasted a total 
of about 11% hours, we came to a unani- 
mous decision, but not only was it unani- 
mous, but at the end of that time we 
had spontaneously, without any emo- 
tionalism, but as a result of a profound 
conviction in our hearts that such was 
indicated, we had a prayer meeting with 
all 39 members on their Knees, and we 
prayed for about 25 minutes. Fathers and 
Brethren, this report probably does not 
meet the wishes of any single member 
of this committee, but it is a report that 
we feel God's Holy Spirit has led us to 
bring in and we present it to you with a 
prayer that God's Spirit may be here this 
afternoon to guide all of us.” 


Dr. Bullock then said: 


“I too would like to testify to a tre- 
mendous spiritual experience that I had 
in working on this committee. When I 
came to the Assembly | confess that I 
had already thought up a good many 
speeches that I would like to say, and 
there were many unkind and ungracious 
things that I might have said. I thank 
God that he preserved me from saying 
any of those things, that there was no 
necessity for saying any of those things, 
for your committee has worked out this 
report in mutual forbearance and_ in 
Christian love 


“IT would like to pay tribute to Dr. Bell 
and Dr. Crowe, our chairman, for their 
magnanimity of spirit and for their fair- 
ness in all this, and I would like also to 
pay tribute to all members of this com- 
mittee who have striven in every case to 
put the welfare of the church above 
their own special interests and convic- 


12 


tions. This committee meeting was a 
testimony to me to the great fact that 
men who are Christian can sit down to- 
gether and work out something in ac- 
cordance with God’s will. One of the 
elders on the stage here told me after the 
meetings that he felt that it had restored 
his faith in the church. 

“When the disciples at Pentecost were 
filled with the Spirit they went out to 
win the world for Christ, to build the 
Christian church. A few years later they 
were torn by a great problem and there 
was threatened a breach in the church’s 
life. So they came together in Jerusalem 
at the first meeting of the presbytery and 
there they sat down together and, as 
Christian brethren, they worked out a 
solution that enabled the church to heal 
its great breach and to bring to the 
church conversion of the Gentiles and a 
worldwide mission for Christianity. , 
Great things can be done when God’s 
Holy Spirit works in men’s minds and 
hearts, and so it is the hope of your 
committee that the experience we have 
had may spread from this committee, 
through this Assembly, through the 
whole church and, in fact, to all of the 
church of Jesus Christ. We hope 
that in the coming year all the discus- 
sions on union will be characteriz d by 
the same fine spirit. 

Charles L. King moved adoption of 
the report as a whole and William Childs 
Robinson seconded the motion. 


Dr. Young’s Statement 

Then, at the committee’s request, 
Thomas Kay Young, chairman of the 
Assembly's permanent committee on co- 
operation and union, read a statement 
tracing the history of the negotiations 
(see cover for excerpt). ‘The Assembly 
was suo deeply impressed by Dr. Young’s 
statement that it was ordered printed in 
the Minutes. (It will be printed in these 
columns in full.—Fds.) 

One or two questions were answered to 
clarify the procedure. One elder wanted 
to know if the motion was passed would 
everything in the report (including Na- 
tional Council recommendations and 
many other items) be approved. He was 
told by the chairman that it would. 

Dr. Crowe said, “We hoped you would 
receive this report in the Spirit in which 
vou apparently are. We have discovered 
in this committee that we can entrust our 
church to the Lord, vou can entrust our 
church to the Lord. We earnestly hope 
that whatever we may do we may do to- 
gether completely.” 

The motion was put and it was adopt- 
ed unanimously. Then the Doxology was 
requested and the Assembly sang it with 
feeling. 

The Moderator, anticipating such ac- 
tion, had asked former Moderator and 
World Missions Executive C. Darby Ful- 
ton, to be ready to lead the Assembly in 
an appropriate prayer. This Dr. Fulton 
did (see prayer quoted in full, page 11.) 

What Was the Agreement 

What did the report include? It 
named Francis Pickens Miller, Char- 
lottesville, Va.. elder to the executive 


committee of the World Council of 
Churches, and Everett L. Repass, Salem, 
Va., to the board of directors of Religion 
in American Life. 

It gave a pat on the back to the joint 
Presbyterian hymnal. 

It asked the State Clerk to take 
responsibility for seeking to have the 
church's full strength represented at Na- 
tional Council meetings. It called atten- 
tion to the (Mackay) “Message” adopt- 
ed by the Denver Assembly of the Na- 
tional Council and pronounced it ‘‘most 
helpful to the members of our denomina- 
tion” (OvrLOoK, Jan. 19-Feb. 16). 

It answered negatively an overture 
from Meridian Presbytery seeking to have 
the Assembly pull out of the National 
Council. 

It named Frank P. Graham as the 
church’s official delegate to the Confer- 
ence on World Order scheduled for next 
October. 

It called for public meetings to be held 
at which the Presbyterian and Reformed 
heritage would be stressed “to further 
the mission and promote the unity of the 
church.” 

It answered South Carolina, Tusca- 
loosa and Florida overtures seeking to 
dismiss the committee negotiating the 
plan of union in the negative. 

It received an overture from North 
Alabama Presbytery (of which Wm. 
Childs Robinson is a member) asking: 
(1) “That the sole Kingship as well as 
the Headship of Jesus Christ be given 
the place (in the Plan of Union) that it 
has in the Book of Church Order in the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S.” 

To this, the Assembly replied in the 
affirmative “with the understanding that 
the plan is not hereby implied to be de- 
ficient in that regard.” 

The second part of the same overture 
asked: (2) “That the doctrinal safe- 
guards relative to a minister’s duty to 
notify his presbytery of any change in 
views, and our General Assembly’s in- 
terpretation of our vows as involving the 
full Bible testimony of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, be included in the plan.” 

This was answered in the negative, 
“since this qualification was not a part 
of the original standards.” 

In response to an overture from Su- 
wannee Presbytery, the Assembly called 
attention to a 1934 action against “‘cir- 
cularizing ministers and presbyteries in 
the interest of favorite projects.” 

Reformation Day was set for Novem- 
ber 1, 1953 and the topic is ‘Pretestant- 
ism and Religious Freedom.” 

Details on Union 

In presenting the Plan of Union to the 
church for study and amendment before 
next November 1, the committee and the 
Assembly said: 

“This report is presented unani- 
mously, with the prayer that the Spirit 

(Continued on page 16) 
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Christian Behavior 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR JULY 12, 1953 
Romans 12. Text 12:1-2, 9-21 


How can a Christian be distinguished 
from a non-Christian? On Sunday the 
Christian goes to church more or less reg- 
ularly, while the non-Christian goes sel- 
dom, if ever. But how can a Christian 
be distinguished from the non-Christian 
during the rest of the week— in the home, 
in the office, in social activities, in civic 
affairs? Can we tell if the man who 
works next to us is a Christian or a non- 
Christian—by his words, by his life, by 
his attitude toward the things which he 
runs up against, by his attitude toward 
people, those who are friendly and those 
who are unfriendly? Can he, in sim- 
ilar fashion, be sure about us? 

The Apostle Paul taught that a Chris- 
tian should be distinguished from a non- 
Christian by his behavior. 

“Do not be conformed to this world,” 
he exhorted his fellow-Christians in 
Rome,” but be transformed by the re- 
newal of your mind.” 

To be conformed to this world means 
to be shaped by one’s environment. It 
means to accept the standards of the 
world in speech and conduct; to react in 
the same way to the same stimuli, as those 
who do not recognize the revelation of 
God in Jesus Christ. 

The fact that Paul exhorts Christians 
in Rome not to be conformed to the world 
indicates that he recognized the danger 
that they would yield to the steady, un- 
relenting pressure of the pagan life all 
about them, that they would give way to 
the temptation that we all face, to act and 
to talk like the people around us, par- 
ticularly those with whom we are in- 
timately associated. 

How can a Christian escape this cease- 
less pressure to be one of the gang, even 
when it means the abandonment of his 
Christian ideals? 


I. The Surrender of Our Lives, 


12:1-2 


We must remember, Paul suggests, 
what God has done for us through Jesus 
Christ, and what he has a right, there- 
fore, to expect of us. Paul has taken up 
the larger part of his epistle—eleven 
chapters out of sixteen—to tell the Roman 
Christians about the love of God made 
available to them through Jesus Christ. 
In chapter 12 he comes to the obligation 
which this lays upon us: ‘I appeal to 
you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of 
God, to present your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, 
which is your spiritual worship.” In 
Paul’s day worshippers were accustomed 
to bring birds or animals to be sacrificed 
on their behalf. Paul says that what 
God wants in return for the gift of his 


JUNE 29, 1953 


Son is otir living selves. It was not 
enough in’ Paul’s day to give an animal 
which one had bought at the market 
place. It is not enough today to give 
a portion of our time or a fraction of our 
lives. ‘The Christian sacrifice must be 
one of actual living, one of mind and per- 
sonality.” 

Paul continues: ‘Do not be conform- 
ed to this world but be transformed by 
the renewal of your mind, that you may 
prove what is the will of God, what is 
good and acceptable and perfect.” 

On the negative side we are not to 
adopt the external and fleeting fashion 
of this world, nor lower our ideals to 
meet the ideals of the world. We are to 
be transformed rather in our inmost na- 
ture by allowing God to take possession 
of our minds. If our lives have been so 
transformed then we shall prove or dis- 
cover in our practical experience the good 
and acceptable and perfect will of God. 

For Paul, the surrender of our lives 
eventuates in 


II. Service According to Our 
Gifts, 12:3-8 
But this service is often vitiated by 
our undue desire for prominence or 
praise. “Let every Christian,” Paul ex- 
horts, “be content with his proper place 
and function. The society to which we 
belong is a single body with many mem- 
bers all related one to another. Hence 
the prophet should not strain after effects 
for which his gift is insufficient; the min- 
ister, the teacher, the exhorter should each 
he content with his special duty. The 
almsgiver, the person in authority, the 
doer of kindness should each cultivate 
a spirit appropriate to what he does.” 
Paul appeals here to every member of 
the Christian community. He does so 
hecause everyone some gift 
which enables him to be of service to his 
fellow-Christians (cf. Eph. 4:7), and 
because it is essential to our highest use- 
fulness that we understand what that gift 
is. ‘‘You cannot discover your gift,” 
Paul indicates, “unless you think first of 
God’s demands, and forget your obtru- 
sive self. So Paul reminds his hearers of 
the wide range of service which is open 
to them. There is something which every- 
one can do if he will only cease envying 
and grudging other people, and use his 
own talent in the common cause.” (E. F. 
Scott: Paul’s Epistle to the Romans) 
Every Christian has his own particular 
responsibility, his own particular con- 
tribution to make to the welfare of the 
community, but there are some qualities 
which all must cultivate, whatever their 
work may be. 


possesses 


III, Love That Is Morally 
Discriminating, 12:9-10 


A Christian, for example, should have 
a genuine love for others which condemns 
what is evil in them and encourages what 
is good. When Paul exhorts, “Let love 
be genuine,” he clearly indicates that not 
all so-called love is the real thing. It 
may be mere pretense, put on for effect. 
There are people, outwardly friendly, 
who are not averse to stabbing you behind 
your back. Or it may be a love which 
exhausts itself in emotion, with no ade- 
quate expression in life. Again, it may 
be sexual passion, which in the Bible 
sense is not love at all. Or it may be 
nothing more than ‘“‘agreeableness,” an 
attractive sort of friendliness that hesi- 
tates to take any moral stand. 

A genuine love, Paul indicates, in- 
volves moral discrimination. The fact 
that we love the sinner does not mean 
that we embrace or even condone his sin. 
True love compels us to take sides in 
the constant struggle that goes on between 
good and evil in individual lives and also 
in society. It compels us to “hate what 
is evil”—-the Greek word denotes hatred 
which is expressed, as contrasted with 
hatred which is concealed—and to “hold 
fast to what is good.” 

“Love one another with brotherly af- 
fection,’ Paul continues. Paul is speak- 
ing here of that intimate bond that binds 
the members of the Christian church to 
one another as compared with the love 
(goodwill) they cherish for all men. The 
words ‘tenderly affectioned” in the King 
James version and “with brotherly affec- 
tion” in the RSV are attempts to trans- 
late a Greek term that denotes affection. 
Paul’s ideal is for the church to be like 
one big family, each member helping the 
other, standing up for the other, encour- 
aging the others. It is an ideal that 
shames us and makes us wistful. If only 
our church could measure up to that 
ideal! ‘“Outdo one another in showing 
honor,” Paul continues. The love which 
Paul wishes us to have toward our fel- 
low-Christians is marked not only by 
family affection, but also by the wish to 
see the other honored rather than him- 
self (cf. Phil. 2:3; Mt. 20:25-28). It 
recalls to our mind the shrewd observa- 
tion that there is no limit to what one 
can accomplish for Christ if he doesn’t 
care who gets the credit. 


IV. “Aglow with the Spirit’ 

A Christian should be distinguished, 
Paul indicates, not only by a love that 
is morally discriminating, but also by a 
peculiar spirit, a spiritual glow that re- 
flects itself under all circumstances in 
all of his activities. 

The King James version translates the 
first phrase of verse 11 as “not slothful 
in business,” which naturally suggests 
that we should be industrious in our 
earthly calling. According to one com- 
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mentator, “it is the word for a prosper- 
ous banker, an enterprising merchant, a 
tradesman who tries to make the most of 
his capital or his labor, a laboring man 
who has to earn his bread by the sweat 
of his brow and seeks to gain a fair day’s 
wage for a fair day’s labor.” 

This may indeed be included, but the 
meaning of the verse goes far deeper 
than that. In the 16th century, when 
the King James Bible was translated, 
“business”? was used in the sense of busy- 
ness, that is, activity or diligence in what- 
ever one is engaged in, which is the 
exact meaning of the Greek original. 
Zeal is the best modern equivalent. So 
the RSV translates, “Never flag in zeal, 
be aglow with the Spirit, serve the Lord.” 
These three phrases are closely united. 
referring to the outward, the inward, and 
the Christ-ward manifestations of our 
service. The verse might be paraphrased: 
“Do good diligently, be good enthusias- 
tically, and let all your service be for 
the Lord.” 

The last phrase describes the supreme 
motive of the Christian life, and if that 
be present the inner life will glow, and 
the outer life be correspondingly ener- 
getic. As Lindsay DeWar puts it, Chris- 
tian love makes people industrious and 
keen because they never forget who it is 
they are serving. 

A Christian, Paul goes on to suggest, 
will not become discouraged like other 
folk. No matter what happens, he can 
still rejoice in hope. Hope of what? Hope 
of his own final deliverance and of the 
ultimate triumph of God’s cause. In 
times of stress the Christian does not 
give way to discouragement; even at the 
grave he does not sorrow as those who 
have no hope. When trial comes, or af- 
fliction of any sort, he possesses powers 
of endurance which enable him to re- 
main patient in tribulation. He can 
endure, no matter what befalls, because 
he draws constantly on the sources of 
divine strength. ‘The three clauses in 
vs. 12 are closely united, as are the three 
clauses in vs. 11, for it is only by con- 
stant communion with God that hope is 
kept alive and that endurance is sus- 
tained. 


V. Returning Good for Evil 


The Christian should be a marked 
man, Paul suggests again because of his 
attitude toward the people with whom he 
comes in contact. 

A Christian, for example, will practice 
hospitality and contribute to the needs of 
his fellow-Christians. These two vir- 
tues were especially necessary in Paul’s 
day, when Christians were poor, and 
badly treated. Today our generosity 
needs to be displaved on a far wider 
scale. 

A Christian, Paul continues, will re- 
joice with those who rejoice and weep 
with those who weep. The former is 
often more difficult than the latter. As 
Chrysostom, the great bishop of the early 
church, said: “Unenvious rejoicing with 
others is the more difficult, for nature 
itself inclines us to weep with others.” 

Another has added: 

“We may safely say that it is easier to 
sympathize with those in sorrow when 
all goes well with oneself, than to sympa- 
thize with those with whom all goes well 
when one himself is meeting with difficul- 
ties in life. ‘Misery loves companions’ is 
a saying that all can understand. But 
does misery love to see the happiness of 
others? You are growing poorer, let us 
say, and your neighbor is growing richer; 
or you are ill and weak and your neigh- 
bor has abounding health; or you lose 
your own and your neighbor keeps all his. 
Do you easily rejoice with him? Yet this 
is the mark of the true Christian, not 
merely not envying, not merely hiding 
from him your unhappy looks, but ac- 
tually sharing heartily in his joy.” 

Christians weep with those who weep. 
Do they also weep with Communist par- 
ents who have lost their sons? They 
will not make their maximum contribu- 
tion to world peace until they have learn- 
ed to weep with all who weep. 

The King James translation of vs. 16 
is misleading. It is rendered more ac- 
curately in the RSV: “Live in harmony 
with one another; do not be haughty, but 
associate with the lowly; never be con- 
ceited.”” To live harmoniously with oth- 
ers is not always easy, for many people 
rub us the wrong way; and there are al- 
ways some who consider themselves su- 
perior to ordinary folk. True Christians 
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will not allow their wealth or social posi- 
tion or intellectual distinction to destroy 
their fellowship with those of lesser 
means or smaller endowments. And no 
one who has love or a proper sense of 
values will ever be conceited. 

Paul brings his description of the 
Christian character to a climax by re- 
minding us of our duty toward those who 
have done us a wrong. His words are 
generally plain and require little com- 
ment. However men may wrong us, says 
Paul, we must never wrong them in re- 
turn but, whatever the circumstances, set 
the world a clear example of an honor- 
able life. 

The RSV translates vs. 18: “If pos- 
sible, so far as it depends upon you, live 
peaceably with all.” Paul seems to rec- 
ognize that with some men it will not 
be possible to live in peace. But certainly 
we are not to take the initiative in break- 
ing the peace. We are to do what we can 
to preserve the peace even in the face 
of heavy provocation. In no case are 
we to give way to revenge. On the other 
hand, if the occasion presents itself, we 
are to minister to our enemy’s needs and 
seek to win him by love. The idea which 
lies back of the whole passage is summed 
up in vs. 21: “Do not be overcome by 
evil, but overcome evil with good.” The 
point is that if we imitate our enemy's 
quarrelsomeness and retaliate in his own 
base spirit, we are ourselves defeated 
thereby, for he has forced his evil upon 
us; whereas if we meet his cruelty with 
kindness, his evil with our good, we may 
in the end convert him to better ways. 

Good men in every generation have 
known that one of the most effective ways 
to destroy evil in the hearts of other men 
is to do it, not by rendering evil for evil, 
but by rendering good for evil. Ulti- 
mately it is the only way. 

How can a Christian be distinguished 
from a non-Christian? Too often, we 
must confess, he cannot be distinguished. 
not on a week day at any rate. But a 
Christian who is fully surrendered to 
God will not be conformed to this world: 
he will be transformed rather by the pow- 
er of the indwelling Christ. He will be 
distinguished by a love that is morally 
discriminating, by service according to 
his abilities, by an inner spiritual glow 
that reflects itself in all of his activities, 
even when he tastes life’s inevitable dis- 
appointments, and by his sympathy and 
undiscouraged goodwill for all mankind. 

“IT appeal to you therefore, brethren, by 
the mercies of God, to present your bodies 
as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable 
to God. . . . Do not be conformed to this 
world, but be transformed by the renewal 
of your mind, that you may prove what 
is the will of God, what is good and ac- 
ceptable and perfect.” (See also “Ewart,” 
page 10.---Eds.) 


by Division of Education, National Council of 
Churches. Scripture quotations from the Re 
vised Standard Version. 
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Footnote to Mark’s portrait of Jesus the Teacher 


THE PEOPLE WERE ASTONISHED 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





T IS a two-way mistake to call Jesus 

“merely” a teacher. Teaching, as he 
did it, is not ‘‘mere.”’ You might as well 
say a tree was struck by mere lightning, 
or that the sun is a mere source of energy. 
Even in Mark’s gospel, which underplays 
the teaching, Jesus is presented as a 
teacher from beginning to end. But his 
teaching was never the secluded type we 
often associate with classrooms. His 
teaching was more than instruction. It 
went far deeper than an incontrovertible 
series of true propositions tied together 
in a neat outline. 

Everything Jesus did was different, 
and his teaching was no exception. About 
the last thing one expects from a teacher 
is astonishment. Teachers, by and large, 
range from boring to inspiring. But 
when Jesus taught, people were aston- 
ished. He taught “as one who had au- 
thority” (Mark 1:22). 

What was this authority that struck 
people with such force? It was not the 
kind of authority that miracles might 
make; for in Mark’s account as in Mat- 
thew’s, people who had not yet seen his 
miracles felt the authority of the teach- 
ing first. It was not the thing that can 
deceive millions, a loud voice and a pomp- 
ous manner. It was not the authority 
conferred by fame, for this astonishing 
quality of his teaching was deeply felt 
while Jesus was still a comparative new- 
comer to public attention. It was cer- 
tainly not the authority of an impressive 
string of degrees, for Jesus, so far as we 
are informed, never was enrolled at any 
of the great schools of his time. 


IS real authority was at least three- 

fold. First there was the authority 
of verinability. His teaching was never 
something you could take or leave, simply 
on his own single word. People never 
said, “Very interesting,” and left it at 
that. His teaching challenged men then, 
and it challenges us today. What he 
said, was meant to be lived by. It could 
be taken into life and tested. It was not 
like a rock crystal in a museum, beauti- 
ful but dead. It was like a life-preserver 
seen through the sea-foam by a drowning 
man. On it a man might hang his whole 
weight to see whether it would hold him 
up from death. To change the picture, 
Jesus himself once compared his teach- 
ings to the bedrock ef the planet, the 
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one foundation that holds up every build- 
ing that will stand through the time of 
storm. All Jesus’ teaching raised not so 
often the question, Is it true? as, Will 
it work ? 


ONNECTED with this, is the au- 
Berson of appeal. His words call for 
a decision. But the decision is not sim- 
ply, Is all this so? It is rather, Will you 
risk your life on this? Some teaching 
leaves on the hearer just another thin 
layer of information. People who know 
university life are familiar with a kind 
of tragedy that sometimes happens there. 
A young man or woman will come to the 
university young, fresh, vital, original. 
Going through the academic mill, this 
personality acquires a great deal of aca- 
demic dust. He becomes more and more 
like a walking encyclopedia—all on one 
topic, to be sure. He comes to be less 
and less a living individual, more and 
more a complicated card-file of facts and 
quotations. The facts are related and 
cross-indexed and kept up to date; but 
the original spark is lost. A personality 
enters; a scholar emerges. That (we are 
thankful) does not always happen. There 
are scholars who never lost their sparkle. 
But it happens often enough. 

Now Jesus’ teaching was never of that 
dry-as-dust sort. It did not settle gently 
on the disciples like so much golden dust. 
It penetrated their spirits like a steel 
scalpel. Or rather it sank into their 
spirits, quietly enough, but with the in- 
visible power of a living seed—as in fact 
Jesus himself thought of it. 

Jesus’ authority was not an appeal to 
books, encyclopedias or other experts. His 
appeal was straight to the listener him- 
self. Will vow have it so? “He who has 
ears to hear, let him hear,” he said. Not, 
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let him look it up and see if I am not 
right. Not, let him ask someone else. 
Let him ask himself. Let the man with 
ears do his own hearing! 


OST of all, there was the authority 

M of Jesus’ own life. Jesus’ teachings, 
at first acquaintance, have often sounded 
off-line. They have been by-passed even in 
the Christian church. They sound some- 
times like rules for navigation in an at- 
mosphere of four dimensions. They 
were, and are, astonishing. And yet as- 
tonishment is not disbelief. There were 
and there will always be believers. The 
first believers did not accept the teaching 
because they already knew that Jesus was 
divine. The teaching came first, the the- 
ology afterwards. But why did they be- 
lieve? As Winifred Kirkland among 
others has pointed out, no one would have 
paid Jesus much attention if it had not 
been known that he lived what he taught. 
It has been said since then that Jesus’ 
teachings were impractical. But in his 


lifetime, whatever other criticisms and 
curses were thrown his way, no man 
dared look him in the eye and say: “It 


won't work.” For Jesus’ teachings were 
the translation into words of his own life 
and faith. For that reason, from that 
day to this, Jesus’ most apt pupils are 
those who have best known and loved him 
as a person. 

It is the living Word that is the au- 
thority for the life-giving words. 
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and has led us to the conclusion that we 
must in all diligence endeavor to dis- 
cover his will on this matter, whatever 
it may be, rather than to assume that 
any one of us, however strong his con- 
victions, knows at this juncture what the 
decision of our church will be... . 

“It is our further conviction that as 
Christian brethren our duty is to pre- 
sent our cause with all charity and for- 
bearance during all the coming debates 
from one end of our church to the other, 
with the understanding that we are en- 
deavoring, not to promote a cause nor to 
block the movement of our church in any 
direction, but rather to discover the will 
of God. For this reason the opinions 
and convictions of all who are qualified 
to speak in the church courts must be 
heard not only with forbearance but with 
gladness.” 
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It was then approved. as recommended, 
that: 

The Plan of received and 
transmitted to presbyteries and made 
available for study and comment to other 
organizations and individuals in_ the 
church requesting it. 

The negotiating committee is instruct- 
ed to make such further revisions as may 
seem wise in the light of suggestions re- 
ceived up to next November 1. Then the 
plan is to be reprinted and submitted to 
the Assembly of 1954, with the Stated 
Clerk instructed to docket it for that 
Assembly's consideration. 


Union he 


These actions were made contingent 
upon similar action by the USA and 
United Presbyterian Assemblies and both 
these Assemblies gave 
approval to this procedure. 

The Committee on Cooperation and 
Union was “encouraged” to conduct an 
educational program on the Plan of 
Union. 

The Assembly said: 

“That there shall be complete freedom 
of discussion of the Plan in presbyteries 
or open meetings, and, where open dis- 
cussions are planned that there shall be 
an opportunity afforded for those of dif- 
ferent viewpoints to express their opin- 
ions, if they so desire; representation for 
either side to be of the choosing of that 
particular side.” 


also unanimous 


Church papers and individuals were 
“urged always to keep their statements 
in accordance with the facts involved and 
in the light of Christian love and mutual 
forbearance.” 


Compromise Is Offered 

Then, what was regarded as a com- 
promise was included. This requested 
the joint committees “to work out as far 
as possible a plan for locating and merg- 
ing the boards and agencies of the three 
denominations before the Plan of Union 
is presented to the Assemblies for action, 
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er than leaving all these important 

tters to be disposed of subsequently 

a special commission of 50, as now 

nned.” 

Chis request, it was said, is not to be 

nstrued as opposition to or approval 

union,” but rather as an “earnest 
ucsire” to know how these agencies would 
be consolidated and where they would 
be located. 

A further part of the compromise in- 
cluded a request to the negotiating com- 
mittees that the Presbyterian, USA, con- 
gregations be allowed the privilege of 
staying out of the union if they voted such 
action by a three-fourths vote within a 
year after union as is provided for the 
U. S. and United congregations. This, 
according to the committee recommenda- 
tion, would dispel “the present implica- 
tion that the two smaller churches are 
being asked to ‘join’ the USA church.” 

None of these items was discussed in 
the Assembly but all were included in 


the unanimous vote of approval. 

The United Presbyterian Assembly 
was urged to include similar requests to 
the negotiating committees but it declined 
to do so. 

Adjournment 


The reading of the minutes and other 
brief items brought the meeting to a rapid 
close and the Moderator declared it ad- 
journed at 3:25 p.m., to meet next May 
27 at Montreat. 


MINISTERIAL MENTION 

ArcuH McD. Torsnert, who has been ex- 
ecutive director of the Interseminary Com- 
mittee, National Council of Churches, will 
become minister in the St. 
Charles Avenue church, New Orleans, La., 
August 15. 

Joun H. 


assistant 


Westminster 
church, Charlottesville, Va., has accepted 
a call to become associate pastor of Cen- 
tral church, Park Avenue and 64th St., 
New York City, effective Aug. 1. 


FISCHBACH, 
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